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Subject: Dewey-Burdock - another inquiry
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Valois and Maple,

| wanted to let you know that NEPA received another inquiry about the Dewey-Burdock Project (pdf attached). | will be preparing a response similar to the one
done for Baker-Gamache (copy also attached for your convenience). | expect it will be routed for concurrence through you although | do not plan to say anything
different that was stated in the B-G latter.

The notice for the Final EIS was published in the Federal Register on Friday 1/31/2014.

Lisa Lloyd

NEPA Compliance and Review Program
U.S. EPA Region 8 (EPR-N)

1595 Wynkoop St.

Denver, Colorado 80202-1129

(303) 312-6537 (office)




Fall River Conservation District
Fall Réver County 341 S. Chicago Street
Hot Springs, SD 57747

‘Bﬁmser\_]a‘.h_ Phone: 605-745-1007
DlS‘"Gt E-Mail: fallrivercd@sdconscrvation.org

January 14, 2014

Suzanne Bohan

Program Dircctor

NEPA Compliance and Review Program
U.S. EPA, Region 8 (81°PR-N)

1595 Wynkoop Street

Denver, CO 80202-1129

Dear Suzannc Bohan,

Western South Dakota cannot risk losing any ol its precious water sources. Western South Dakota has poor quality ground
and surface water, but it’s all we have. Large amounts of locals haul water for home and livestock because drilling a well 1s
cither not cost elfective or impossible with our rock layers. Shallow wells for livestock are common, but quality is very poor.
The major source ol shallow water wells 1s the Inyan Kara aquifer. Without those shallow water wells people will be forced to
haul water daily to livestock or larmsteads. It is not known how our five aquifers are layered and interconnected. Do we
chance contammating all of them?

The Fall River Conservation District is here to protect our land, water, soil and air. We are concerned the benelits [rom mining
in our geographical arca don’t out way the risks. Irom rescarch the office has done, it has not come across any positive
information for uranium mining. In situ mining has been proven to work i labs and small test plots, not in large scale mining
operations. In fact, most sites have multiple violations and cannot restore orginal ground water sources. It 1s a great concern
to us and a risk we are not willing to support. Plecase be advised that all documents explaining the In situ mining process all
have a disclaimer that state this process should not be done in or around potable water sources. Dewey-Burdock Project 1s
proposing to do both.

We leel that the allects to above ground resources, soil and surface water will be detrimental. Arca wildhife could be harmed.
The threat that Angostura Reservoir could become a hazard mstead of a profitable and enjoyable recreation location is not an
option. We are still dealing with old mining contamination problems and we don’t need new ones.

Please think about what you are doing to a barren, arid arca that is in need of water on a good year. Please don’t take the Black
[ills from National Treasure to National Disaster. Thank you [or your time and considering the other side.
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 8
W - 1595 Wynkoop Street
DENVER, CO 80202-1129
Phone 800-227-8917
http://lwww.epa.gov/region08

Ref: 8EPR-N SEP 20 203

Jerri Baker
705 North River Street
Hot Springs, SD 57747

Brenda Gamache
2337 Wilson Avenue
Hot Springs, SD 57747

Dear Ms. Baker and Gamache,

This letter is in response to your August 12, 2013, letter regarding the Dewey-Burdock In-Situ Uranium
Recovery (ISR) proposed project. It is clear from the letter and the ten enclosures that you have
conducted substantial research into the environment near the Dewey-Burdock ISR proposed project. In
the letter, you expressed a number of concerns including flooding, fractures, pollution from old mines
and climate change.

Prior to addressing your specific concerns, I am providing an explanation of the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) role in the Dewey-Burdock site as it relates to the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Clean Air Act (CAA) Section 309, Underground Injection Control
(UIC) program, and the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
(CERCLA).

Under NEPA, Clean Air Act Section 309, the UIC Program, and CERCLA, the EPA has defined
responsibilities and mandates. The following explains these responsibilities.

NEPA and CAA Section 309

EPA often has two roles related to these two environmental laws. NEPA requires Federal agencies to
consult with and obtain the comments of any Federal agency which has jurisdiction by law or special
expertise with respect to any environmental impact associated with a proposed project or action.
Section 309 of the CAA provides EPA independent authority to review and publicly comment on the
environmental impact of certain Federal undertakings.

The EPA’s role under NEPA in the Dewey-Burdock project is to participate as a cooperating agency
with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC). In this role, the EPA provides input to NRC
throughout the development of the environmental impact statement (EIS) on matters mainly related to
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air and water resources. The EPA’s role under the CAA Section 309 is to review and provide public
comment on all environmental aspects of the draft EIS, including rating the draft EIS. In our comment
letter on the draft EIS (a copy of which you included as an enclosure to your letter), the EPA gave the
project a rating of EC-2. EC means we identified environmental impacts that should be avoided to fully
protect the environment and human health. The ‘2° means that there was insufficient information in the
draft EIS to fully assess all the environmental impacts. In our comment letter, we tried to provide ways
that each comment could be addressed in the final EIS. We continue to work with the NRC to assure
our comments are adequately addressed.

UIC Program

The EPA Region 8 UIC Program is charged under the Safe Drinking Water Act with protecting
groundwater from endangerment resulting from discharges to the subsurface through injection wells.
UIC regulations prohibit any injection activity that allows the movement of fluid containing any
contaminant into underground sources of drinking water if the presence of that contaminant may cause
a violation of any primary drinking water regulations, or may otherwise adversely atfect the health of
persons.

As you may be aware, Powertech (USA), Inc. has submitted two permit applications to the EPA Region
8 UIC Program: a Class III permit application for injection wells related to the in-situ recovery (ISR) of
uranium, and a Class V permit application for the injection of treated ISR-process waste fluids. Many
of your concerns will be discussed in the administrative record for these two UIC permitting actions. At
this time, the EPA UIC Program has not set a date for when these draft permitting decisions will be
available for public review. The UIC Program will notify you when the draft permit decisions are
1ssued.

CERCLA Preliminary Assessments

Under CERCLA, the EPA’s authority is triggered by a release or substantial threat of a release of a
hazardous substance that may endanger public health or the environment. Site assessment is the process
by which the EPA and states identify, evaluate and rank uncontrolled hazardous waste sites.
Preliminary Assessments are low-cost desk-top evaluations that determine if a release could occur or
has occurred and may include site reconnaissance and limited sampling.

The EPA Region 8 will be conducting a Preliminary Assessment of the Abandoned Uranium Mines
near the proposed Dewey-Burdock ISR project. The Preliminary Assessment will consist of a site visit
and a review of existing data; sampling and analysis is not planned. The Preliminary Assessment will
enable us to make a decision regarding the best next step in the CERCLA process. We will let you
know when the Preliminary Assessment report is available.

Specific Concerns

The potential of flooding of, and subsequent discharge from, the surface impoundments/ponds was a
subject that we commented on in the Draft EIS review letter. We have subsequently asked the NRC to
include in the Final EIS information on how it will be assured that the structures to prevent flooding of
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the impoundments which are mentioned in the Draft EIS text, will be designed and constructed
adequately.

Your concerns related to pollution running into the tributaries from old mines are addressed not only in
our comments and input to the NRC, but also through the CERCLA program as noted above. Potential
contamination from the old mines is not something that is specifically addressed under the NEPA or
UIC authorities. The CERCLA preliminary assessment mentioned above will help determine if there
has been a release of contamination from the old mines.

We have also discussed with the NRC our concern about presence of fractures and the number of
exploration drill holes in the area that could lead to movement of groundwater between aquifers if not
adequately plugged. We have highlighted the importance of license conditions requiring that the
proponent conduct adequate testing and implement any needed measures to prevent groundwater flow
between the aquifers prior to commencing operations. This is also a requirement under the UIC
regulations.

Lastly, you specifically mentioned climate change as a concern. It is unclear what your specific concern
is related to climate change. The NRC’s draft EIS provided some information related to climate change
and greenhouse gas emissions.

[ hope that this information helps to provide an understanding of the EPA’s responsibilities. Under each
of our previously mentioned authorities, the EPA staft continues to work diligently towards assuring
the Dewey-Burdock ISR project does not negatively impact human health or the environment.
Additionally, the preliminary assessment should help document if there is contamination from the
surrounding abandoned mines that needs to be addressed.

Office of Ecosystems Protection and Remediation
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cc: Valois Shea, EPA R8, W-UIC
Maple Barnard, EPA RS§, EPR-AR
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